
 

                                                                               

 

8 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 9 Moses said to 
Joshua, “Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will 
stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands.” 10 So Joshua fought the 
Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the 
hill. 11 As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he 
lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. 12 When Moses’ hands grew tired, they 
took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—
one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. 13 So 
Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword. 14 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears 
it, because I will completely blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven.” 15 Moses 
built an altar and called it The Lord is my Banner. 16 He said, “Because hands were lifted 
up against the throne of the Lord, the Lord will be at war against the Amalekites from 
generation to generation.” – Exodus 17:8-16 

This year’s annual meeting was different than past years’ festivities. There 
wasn’t the fragrant aroma of simmering soups or delectable desserts. You might 
remember those beautiful homemade concoctions wafting up the stairwell and 
endangering the attention span of congregants and the focus of the pastor 
during worship.  There were also fewer counted among the fellowship of our 
assembly.  However, I left the meeting with a heart overflowing with praise to 
God and gratitude for you.   

What made this meeting so special in my eyes was the message God shared 
through his people. Our devotional for the gathering was from Exodus 17:1-
16.  The Israelites felt challenged and frustrated as they tried to forge a new 
direction after leaving Egypt. It led to quarreling among the people, testing of 
the Lord, and wondering if God was with them. We’ve experienced a different 
kind of isolation, wandering, and frustration this past year that has caused in 
some instances similar feelings.  The hope for God’s people then and now is that 
the Lord is among us.  Moses built and named an altar “The Lord is my Banner” 
after God provided water for thirst and victory over the enemy.  It was a 
constant reminder that the Lord was present and providing in the tough times 
and would always be in the future. The passage also showed a people coming 
alongside each other to lift one another up in a weary battle. 

We had four testimonies of God’s faithfulness offered by Elmer & Linda 
Windhorst, Jamie Bish, and Jill Sas at our annual meeting.  These personal stories 
all had these common themes.  Each person shared how God came near and 
showed his care to them in key moments of their lives: times of illness, isolation, 
and loss. (Continued on the back) 

2 – Daniel Harrison                     

3 – Darlene Vignoli                           

6 – Jodie Parson                                 

9 – Rich French                                          

Dan Parson, Sr.                                 

12 – Darlene Oliver                         

13 – Jim Bish                                   

15 – Jeff Aiken                                

18 – Barb Magee                              

23 – Brad McKinney          

Danya Oliver                                     

27 – Bruce Gallagher                     

28 – Linda Nye                              

29 – Tom Moore                                           

Emily Speer

25 – Tom & Margaret McClymonds                                                                        

 

 

                                                   

3 – Christian Ed. 
Meeting 6:30pm 

7 – Holy Communion – 
Session Meeting –                                                   
Lawn Mowing Bids 
Due   

14 – Easter Flower 
Orders due      

20 – First Day of 
Spring 

25 – Church Work 
Night 5:30pm – 
Trustees Meeting                                        

 



 

 

Session  
February 7, 2021 

Discussion topics included returning the 

bibles to the pew backs, signs and an 

announcement indicating where to sit for 

physical distancing, developing a pastor’s 

job description, creating a visitor’s card for 

the pew backs, and speakers for the Annual 

Meeting 

A motion was made, seconded, & carried to: 

• approve allowing the Ellwood City Area 

School District Lunch Bus to use the 

parking lot every day to distribute meals 

to children in the area. 

• approve developing a preaching team to 

meet for the second part of the Short 

Stories Lasting Truths sermon series to 

study and discuss the sermons.   

• approve allowing committee meetings 

and small group gatherings and 

recommend adhering to CDC guidelines 

for distancing and mask wearing 

effective February 14, 2021.   

 

 Trustees  
February 14, 2021 

• Church safety equipment and weather there 

is a need to purchase a defibrillator. 

• Basement door needs worked on. 

• Ellwood City School District has asked to 

use our church parking lot for student lunch 

distribution. It was also noted that additional 

snow removal may be needed to 

accommodate this request. 

• The return and issue of church keys. 

• Lawn mower from manse will be serviced 

before mowing season begins. 

• Set spring work night for Thur. March 25, at 

5:30 p.m. with meeting to follow. 

• Church lawn mowing bids must be 

submitted in writing by March 25, 2021 

• Approved the purchase of three automatic 

(no touch) paper towel dispensers. 
 

(Continued from front)   
They each described how Mountville 
had been used to minister to each of 
them in specific ways. It was truly 
magnificent to hear their unique stories 
of God’s care with this common, 
wonderful theme.  The livestreaming of 
worship services, the prayer warriors 
through “One Call Now”, and decades of 
caring relationships that spanned miles 
were described in great detail.   
 
We’re only a couple of months into a 
new year with many challenges still 
before us. The constant in these times is 
our Banner: The Lord Jesus Christ. A 
banner is meant to be lifted high and 
visibly proclaims the greatness of 
someone. It also is a reminder to the 
person upholding it of the worthiness of 
what’s stated in print on their 
banner.  Our banner is the Lord Jesus 
Christ who remains our way, truth, and 
life. May we lift him high this year and 
continue to come alongside each other 
through the weary battle.  This is the joy 
found in being God’s people.  
 
Together in Christ, 
Pastor Patrick 
 

 

 
 
  

 
2795 Mountville Road Portersville, PA 16051 
www.mountvillepresby.org                                   
mountvillepresby@gmail.com 
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. Worship – 10:30 a.m. 
 

Pastor Patrick Keeley – (724) 368-3385 or 
ptkeeley@gmail.com 
Jodie Parson – Secretary (724) 355-3690 or 
jodieparson@yahoo.com  
Jamie Bish – Treasurer (724) 301-2830 or 
jamiebish@zoominternet.net 
Roberta Windhorst – Call to start Prayer 
Chain (724) 368-8507 
Kelly Bresnihan – Clerk of Session                        
(724) 368-8219 or jkerbres@hotmail.com 

 

 

 
Child Evangelism 
Fellowship is the 
Spotlight Mission for 
March.  Child Evangelism 

Fellowship (CEF) is a Bible-
centered organization 
composed of born-again 
believers whose purpose is 
to evangelize boys and girls 
with the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and to 
establish them in the Word 
of God and in the local 
church for Christian living. 
CEF has many different 
ministries for children, but 
the primary ones are 
the Good News 
Club and the 5-Day 
Club.  The Good News 
Club and 5-Day 
Club ministries take place in 
neighborhood settings such 
as homes, backyards, 
schools and community 
centers all over the world.  

 

Imprisoned for 

Christ The Voice of 

the Martyrs with help 

from Lifeway is 

offering a FREE virtual 

event on Friday, March 

5, 6:30 -10pm. It will 

feature three inspiring 

speakers: Petr Jasek, 

Andrew Brunson and 

Dan Baumann as well 

as inspiring music from 

Natalie Grant. You can 

register for the event at 

www.persecution.com 

January 2021 Expense Report 

Fund  Start Balance Income Expenses End Balance 

General  138723.49  10323.85 8087.24 140960.10 

Mission -2031.42 975.00 437.64 -1494.06 

Res/Bldg -24030.25 1362.00 37.99 -22706.79 

Youth 27625.25 330.00 0 27955.25 

Care 775.00 50 775.00 50.00 

Memorial 882.00 0 0 882.00 

CE/SS 524.80 0 35.64 489.16 

Total 142468.77 13040.85 9373.51 146136.11 

 

http://www.mountvillepresby.org/
mailto:mountvillepresby@gmail.com
mailto:jkerbres@hotmail.com
http://www.persecution.com/

